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Paul Solis:  Have you ever heard his name before? 1 

FR Consultant: I can't remember. 2 

Scott Gast: What about dinner on the café promenade on the Queen Mary? Are you 3 

aware of that dinner? 4 

FR Consultant: No. 5 

Scott Gast: Jumping to Sunday, August 16, it appears that the Stutzmans -- Mr. 6 

Stutzman, his wife, and his children -- did a tour of the Reagan Library 7 

and lunch under Air Force One at the library. Was that something that 8 

LVH had any involvement with? 9 

FR Consultant: I don't think so. 10 

Scott Gast: Then, jumping to Monday, it appears that the family did a tour of the 11 

Reagan Ranch, as opposed to the library. Was that something that LVH 12 

had any involvement with? 13 

FR Consultant: I don't think so. 14 

Scott Gast:  Then they flew back to Indiana, through Detroit, that evening. 15 

Paul Solis: There was a little bit of press on Representative Stutzman and his family 16 

going to the Reagan Library and Ranch. Did you recall- and that happened 17 

earlier this year. Did you happen to see that at all? 18 

FR Consultant: No. 19 

Paul Solis: Did anybody mention to you, in your past work, that there was press on 20 

that, at his attendance at the ranch? 21 

FR Consultant: No. I don’t remember. 22 

Scott Gast: Aside from what we've gone through now with this itinerary, are you 23 

aware of any other meetings or events that aren't reflected on this? 24 

FR Consultant: Not that I can remember. 25 

Scott Gast: There was some indication that Mr. Stutzman may have attended a dinner 26 

for Medal of Honor recipients that Mr. Luntz had at his home one evening. 27 

FR Consultant: I honestly cannot remember anything about that. 28 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 29 
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Paul Solis: Scott's going through the itinerary and there was only I'd say maybe 2 or 3 1 

instances you recall attending, lunches and fundraising events, and you 2 

were there for 2 days. Do you think that was a typical amount of events to 3 

fly all the way out to California for? 4 

FR Consultant: Well, I think that originally there had been more meetings and events 5 

planned, but it was August, it's a very slow month for fundraising 6 

anyways. People, especially on a Thursday/Friday, as the week goes on 7 

people would cancel. Like the Governor Wilson meeting, him doing a 8 

phone call instead, that would have made it four meetings, that would have 9 

been a pretty good schedule. I was only there for one night, so the flight 10 

and everything, that made sense. 11 

Paul Solis: Okay. Bearing in mind that there was one cancellation but you had that 12 

other schedule, on your way out there, seeing the itinerary, do you recall 13 

thinking to yourself "this is a very light schedule to fly all the way to 14 

California for," or "this is typical." 15 

FR Consultant: No, I've flown to Texas, to Dallas, for one meeting and back in a day, so 16 

that wasn't really an issue for me. 17 

Scott Gast: Along those same lines, how did this schedule compare to the 5 or 10 18 

other trips that you may have been on while- 19 

FR Consultant: It seemed pretty standard to me. Yes, you obviously want to put as many 20 

meetings as possible on a schedule, but also you can't always do that. 21 

Scott Gast: What about the fact that Mr. Stutzman stayed an additional 3 days in 22 

California after the last meeting. Was that something that was standard? 23 

FR Consultant: I mean, I figure if I didn't want to get back home I probably would have 24 

gone to see other friends or something, but if I did that I would have just 25 

had to pay for my own ticket back home. That's usually how it would 26 

work. 27 

Scott Gast: During your travel around with Mr. Stutzman, was he making fundraising 28 

calls or scheduling calls to try to set up additional meetings while he was 29 

out there? 30 

FR Consultant: I can't remember. I don't know. 31 

Scott Gast:  Given that this was a cancellation, was he trying to fill that spot? 32 

FR Consultant: Well, we just moved everything forward so then I could leave earlier. 33 
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Scott Gast: Okay. Were you involved in any discussions about how Mr. Stutzman 1 

would pay for the expenses of the trip, for his expenses? 2 

FR Consultant: No, I was not involved in anything like that. 3 

Scott Gast:  Do you know who paid your expenses? 4 

FR Consultant: Well, LVH would book all of my travel, so that's how- I didn't ever have 5 

to pay for it myself, unless I wanted to do my own thing. 6 

Scott Gast: Sure. Do you know if then, the campaign was charged for that, or how- 7 

FR Consultant: I'm not sure. I wasn't involved in the breakdown of how things got paid 8 

for. 9 

Scott Gast:  Above all our pay-grades. 10 

FR Consultant: Yes. 11 

Scott Gast: Paul had mentioned that there was some press later on, where 12 

Representative Stutzman made a decision to reimburse his campaign for 13 

the cost of the airfare that the campaign had paid for his wife and his two 14 

children to come with him. 15 

FR Consultant: Okay. 16 

Scott Gast:  You said you were not aware of that? 17 

FR Consultant: No. 18 

Scott Gast: Were there any discussions that you were involved with at any time about 19 

whether or not the wife or the children should have been on the trip? 20 

FR Consultant: No. That wasn't my place to say anything. 21 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 22 

Paul Solis: Or whether- you might have remained silent when hearing someone talk 23 

about it, but do you recall anybody from LVH or otherwise discussing 24 

that? 25 

FR Consultant: No, we didn't really interfere with their personal lives. That would have 26 

been unprofessional. 27 

Scott Gast: How often would spouses accompany candidates on these fundraising 28 

trips? 29 
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FR Consultant: I don't think it's unusual, so I can't remember. 1 

Scott Gast: When spouses did accompany candidates on the fundraising trips, would 2 

they participate in some way? 3 

FR Consultant: I can't remember. I've seen spouses go into meetings before, but I don't 4 

know. 5 

Scott Gast: Part of this press that came out was whether or not this trip to California 6 

was really a family vacation that Mr. Stutzman may have used campaign 7 

money for. 8 

FR Consultant: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 9 

Scott Gast: Based on everything that you know about the trip, did you think that this 10 

was a trip with a high percentage of campaign events, a high percentage of 11 

personal events, official events? 12 

FR Consultant: I don't know because I don't really know what he did. I mean, he showed 13 

me what he did, but I don't know if that actually happened, or whatever. 14 

Scott Gast:  Sure. Okay. 15 

FR Consultant: I just know what I was at. 16 

Paul Solis: Scott just mentioned official. We've asked you about the campaign side, 17 

the meetings, the fundraising events, you've touched upon some 18 

potentially personal nature of the trip, and you told us what you know 19 

about that, or that you can't remember. Official side, did he ever mention 20 

to you in your time with him any congressionally related events he had to 21 

attend, or official meetings he was taking part in? 22 

FR Consultant: I can't remember. 23 

Scott Gast: One of the things that Mr. Stutzman, someone suggested, was that when 24 

he went on this tour of the Reagan Library, he was with some folks from 25 

Indiana, as part of the tour. Is that a typical fundraising practice for 26 

candidates to go to groups of constituents and have conversations about 27 

the campaign and try to make connections, to maybe seek out 28 

contributions down the line? 29 

FR Consultant: I'm a little confused at how you worded that. 30 

Scott Gast: Sure, and I am too. Is it a standard practice for candidates to go to events 31 

and kind of formally see the event as a networking opportunity to collect 32 
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names of people that they may then seek campaign contributions from in 1 

some point in the future? 2 

FR Consultant: I guess? I don't think you'd be a good campaigner if you weren't trying to 3 

make connections with your constituents, so I guess that's the only answer 4 

I can provide. You'd be a poor campaigner if you didn't try to connect with 5 

your constituents. 6 

Scott Gast: Let me ask it this way: is that the kind of event that LVH would try to 7 

schedule on a fundraising trip, is a tour where there will be some 8 

constituents at? 9 

FR Consultant: I've never participated in something like that. 10 

Scott Gast: Okay, fair enough. Just have one other topic that I have maybe one or two 11 

questions on, unless you have anything further. Do you know a gentleman 12 

by the name of Gabe Rivera? 13 

FR Consultant: I can't remember that name. 14 

Scott Gast: Okay. This would have been somebody who did fundraising work for 15 

Representative Stutzman prior to 2013, so well before you would have 16 

come on the scene. 17 

FR Consultant: Yes. 18 

Scott Gast:  Never ran into him during your time on the- 19 

FR Consultant: Not that I remember. 20 

Scott Gast: Okay. He's also Representative Stutzman's brother-in-law. Does that 21 

refresh your memory at all? 22 

FR Consultant: No, it does not. 23 

Scott Gast:  Okay. Well, I believe those are all the questions we have for you. 24 

FR Consultant: Okay. 25 

Scott Gast:  So we're going to stop the recording. 26 

[BREAK] 27 

Scott Gast:  Just for the record: Scott Gast, Paul Solis, with FR Consultant. 28 

Paul Solis: Okay. Just, real quickly, kind of about the nature of our review here, at 29 

any point prior to ... I'll start with prior to Mr. Gast contacting you, Scott 30 
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reaching out to you, did you hear from Representative Stutzman or 1 

anybody associated with him about our review in this matter? 2 

FR Consultant: Laura just emailed me and said, "Scott Gast wants to talk to you," and 3 

that's it. 4 

Paul Solis: Okay. Did she say anything? Did she say why or about what Scott was 5 

asking for you? 6 

FR Consultant: Yeah. James called me and said the same thing, because Laura ... He 7 

emailed me and then James followed up and said, "They want to talk to 8 

you about Stutzman. They want to talk to you about the August 9 

fundraising trip, whatever you can remember. Just be helpful." That's all. 10 

Paul Solis:  Who is James? 11 

FR Consultant: James Mellinger. He's Laura's- 12 

Paul Solis:  Partner. 13 

FR Consultant: Husband. Partner. Yeah. 14 

Paul Solis:  Okay, and he was with the firm while you were there, too, right? 15 

FR Consultant: Yes. 16 

Paul Solis: What about anybody directly associated with Representative Stutzman? 17 

Either Representative Stutzman himself or an attorney of his? 18 

FR Consultant: No, I've only spoken with Laura or James. 19 

Paul Solis:  Okay. Got it. 20 

Scott Gast: Did they tell you they had any contact with Representative Stutzman or 21 

anyone in his network? 22 

Paul Solis: No. Like I said, the only thing they told me was that the two of you 23 

wanted to talk to me. They told me it was about the trip, and they just said, 24 

"Whatever you can remember, tell them." 25 

Paul Solis:  Okay. 26 

Scott Gast:  All right. 27 
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Michael Landon Jr. 1 

Transcript of Interview 2 

July 11, 2016 3 

 4 

Scott Gast: For the record, this is Scott Gast with my colleagues Helen Eisner and 5 

Konstantine Kastens. We are joined on the telephone by Mr. Michael 6 

Landon. We appreciate you taking the time to speak with us. As I 7 

mentioned, we'd like to ask you about some interactions you had with 8 

Congressman Marlin Stutzman back in August of last year. Just to start, 9 

how do you know Mr. Stutzman? 10 

Michael Landon: I know Congressman Stutzman through his wife, Christy Stutzman, who is 11 

a fan of a TV series that I'm Executive Producer on:  “When Calls the 12 

Heart.” 13 

Scott Gast:  When Calls the Heart? 14 

Michael Landon: Yes. It's a TV series for the Hallmark Channel. 15 

Scott Gast: How did you get to know Representative Stutzman’s Spouse (“Spouse”) 16 

through that TV show? 17 

Michael Landon: Well, there is a fan base called the Hearties and she is one of the 18 

administrators, I believe, and they have been championing our series for 19 

the past three seasons. 20 

Scott Gast: At some point did you meet Mr. Stutzman through Spouse? How did that 21 

come about? 22 

Michael Landon: Yes, there was an invitation for a screening in DC for When Calls the 23 

Heart and Mrs. Stutzman was gracious enough to host the event. 24 

Scott Gast:  Where was that? Was that on Capitol Hill? 25 

Michael Landon: We had a tour ... the actual screening took place in the, is it the 26 

Congressional Screening Room? 27 

Scott Gast:  The Capitol Visitors Center? 28 

Michael Landon: I believe so, yes. 29 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 30 

Michael Landon: It was a few of the stars from the show and some of the executives from 31 

the network were there. We toured DC and had the screening. 32 
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Scott Gast:  Do you recall when that was? 1 

Michael Landon: I would have to look that up. I want to say it was spring of last year. 2 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 3 

Michael Landon: Like April. 4 

Scott Gast:  And was that the first time you met Congressman Stutzman? 5 

Michael Landon: Correct. 6 

Scott Gast: Then in August of last year, you had lunch with the Stutzmans in Los 7 

Angeles, is that correct? 8 

Michael Landon: That is correct. 9 

Scott Gast: Between that screening when you first met Mr. Stutzman and that lunch, 10 

did you have any other interactions with him? 11 

Michael Landon: We did not. 12 

Scott Gast:  How about with Spouse? 13 

Michael Landon: I cannot ... I mean there might have been an email or two exchanged that 14 

took place, you know, regarding the TV series or the fact that they were 15 

coming to California. 16 

Scott Gast: Which leads me to my next question. It sounds like you had some emails 17 

with the Stutzmans about their traveling to California. Can you tell me 18 

how that came about? 19 

Michael Landon: I think it was just a friendly reciprocation, one of those, “If you're ever in 20 

California, please let me know. I'd love to take you and your family out to 21 

lunch.” That was pretty much it. 22 

Scott Gast: So was it Spouse who reached out to you to let you know they were going 23 

to be in California? 24 

Michael Landon: I believe so, yes. 25 

Scott Gast:  I take it then you arranged to meet for lunch. 26 

Michael Landon: Correct. 27 

Scott Gast:  Where did you end up having lunch, do you recall? 28 
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Michael Landon: It was, I'm not sure, I believe it would be considered the Grill. It's a chain. 1 

The one that we met at was in Hollywood. 2 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 3 

Michael Landon: I believe it's the Grill. There might be another part of the name to that 4 

because there are several Grills around the LA area. 5 

Scott Gast:  Who all was at the lunch? 6 

Michael Landon: At the lunch was Congressman Stutzman, Christy Stutzman, their two 7 

boys, their pastor and his wife, whose names I cannot recall, and a friend 8 

and colleague of mine, Simon Swart, and his wife and my wife Sheree. 9 

Scott Gast:  I'm sorry, can you give me Mr. Simon's name again? 10 

Michael Landon: Swart, S-W-A-R-T. 11 

Scott Gast:  And his spouse. 12 

Michael Landon: Yes. 13 

Scott Gast:  Was there a particular purpose for the lunch? 14 

Michael Landon: Not really, it was just again, I enjoyed my talk with the Congressman and, 15 

again, his wife has been wonderful in terms of her support of the show. It 16 

was just a very nice casual lunch. 17 

Scott Gast:  Was there any discussion about Mr. Stutzman's campaigns at all? 18 

Michael Landon: I'd say it was definitely mentioned, you know, the fact that he was running 19 

and his schedule was busy and crazed as one would anticipate. 20 

Scott Gast:  Was this a fundraising lunch? 21 

Michael Landon: It was just an in-kind contribution I made. I just basically picked up the 22 

tab. 23 

Scott Gast:  That was my next question, who paid for the lunch? Sounds like you paid? 24 

Michael Landon: Yes, I did. 25 

Scott Gast: What were the discussions... You said that this was an in-kind 26 

contribution. Can you tell me those discussions? 27 

Michael Landon: Really wasn't discussed. I mean it was just me picking up the tab, which I 28 

was more than happy to do. 29 
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Scott Gast:  Why was it an in-kind contribution? 1 

Michael Landon: I just basically called it that. I know that he was, I believe he was 2 

fundraising at the time, I'm not sure. I'm not familiar with the rules and 3 

regulations. 4 

Scott Gast:  How did you know to call it an in-kind contribution? 5 

Michael Landon: That was after the fact. 6 

Scott Gast:  When was that? 7 

Michael Landon: Probably a few weeks ago. 8 

Scott Gast:  Can you tell me about that conversation? 9 

Michael Landon: Yeah, pretty much Congressman Stutzman reached out to me and asked 10 

about who paid - he needed to know for his records who paid for the lunch 11 

and so I told him I had paid for the lunch and then asked if it was a 12 

contribution and I said yes. 13 

Helen Eisner: You said, asked if it was a contribution. Who asked if it was a 14 

contribution? 15 

Michael Landon: Congressman Stutzman. 16 

Scott Gast: So at the time of the lunch there were no discussions about whether or not 17 

this was a contribution? 18 

Michael Landon: That is correct. 19 

Scott Gast:  So it was just this conversation a few weeks ago. 20 

Michael Landon: That is correct. 21 

Scott Gast: Okay. Besides that in-kind contribution, have you made any other 22 

contributions to Mr. Stutzman's campaigns? 23 

Michael Landon: I have not. 24 

Scott Gast:  Has anybody ever reached out to you to ask you to make contributions? 25 

Michael Landon: They have not. 26 

Helen Eisner: Did you see, at the time that you picked up the check from that lunch, did 27 

you see that payment as furtherance of Mr. Stutzman's campaign or in 28 

support of his campaign? 29 
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Michael Landon: You know, didn't even think about it to be honest. 1 

Scott Gast: I'm sorry, just going back to that conversation with Mr. Stutzman a few 2 

weeks ago, when he asked if it was a contribution, what was your answer? 3 

Michael Landon: It was via email, let me just pull it up. 4 

Scott Gast: Sure, and while you're pulling that up, can I ask if you might be able to 5 

send us a copy of that email exchange? 6 

Michael Landon: I don't see why not, I mean obviously that's something I guess I should ask 7 

my attorney about. 8 

Scott Gast:  Sure. 9 

Michael Landon: But I basically told him that, yes, consider it an in-kind contribution. 10 

Scott Gast: Let me then just formally request a copy of that exchange. That would be 11 

helpful to us. We're happy to put it in writing if that would be helpful or 12 

get you anything formally. Feel free to either reach out to me or have your 13 

attorney reach out. I think that would be helpful to us in putting this 14 

together. 15 

Michael Landon: Okay. 16 

Scott Gast: Just a couple of other questions, did you know what [Representative 17 

Stutzman and Spouse] and their children did the rest of that day? 18 

Michael Landon: You know, I can't remember if they were going to an amusement park 19 

before or after. I know they had gone somewhere, I just know they were 20 

doing some sightseeing with the kids. I can't exactly recall what it was that 21 

they did. I know Universal Studios was on the agenda, I want to say the 22 

Hollywood Wax Museum, I believe. A couple of things like that. 23 

Scott Gast: They may have done a tour of Capitol Records that morning; did you 24 

discuss that? 25 

Michael Landon: Oh, yes, yes. That's what they did. Capitol Records. 26 

Scott Gast:  What did they tell you about that tour? 27 

Michael Landon: They enjoyed it. I think there was something about Frank Sinatra, some 28 

trivia. It's been almost a year ago, so. 29 

Scott Gast:  Sure. Did it sound like it was a campaign event, the Capitol Records tour? 30 
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Michael Landon: Not that... I think it was... not that I was aware of. 1 

Scott Gast: What about after they left lunch, do you know where they were going after 2 

that? 3 

Michael Landon: I'd just be guessing. 4 

Scott Gast:  Sure. 5 

Michael Landon: I know that Universal Studio tour was somewhere in there that day or the 6 

following day, what have you. 7 

Scott Gast: Okay. Have you made campaign contributions generally to other 8 

candidates? Is that something that you've done in the past? 9 

Michael Landon: No. 10 

Scott Gast:  Okay. 11 

Helen Eisner: And beyond this in-kind contribution that we've discussed, have you made 12 

any other contributions related to Mr. Stutzman and any of his campaigns? 13 

Michael Landon: I have not. 14 

Helen Eisner: For this particular contribution, did you submit any type of paperwork to 15 

the campaign, or maybe the FEC, after the conversation that you had with 16 

Mr. Stutzman a few weeks ago? 17 

Michael Landon: I did not. 18 

Scott Gast:  I believe those are all the questions we have for you. 19 

Michael Landon: All right. 20 

Scott Gast:  We very much appreciate you talking with us.  21 
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